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ONGOLE, February 7, 2013 
Indefinite strike by JNV staff
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JNV staff staging dharna in Ongole on Wednesday.— photo: Kommuri Srinivas 

Ahead of the secondary school and senior school examinations from March one, teaching and non-teaching staff under the banner of the All India Navodaya Vidyala Schools Association (AINVSA) began an indefinite strike on Wednesday to press their charter of demands including pension.
The staff members, led by AINVSA district president I. Joesph Raj and secretary S. Lakshmikanth, pitched a tent in front of the Prakasam Bhavan here, also demanding 10 per cent residential allowance to non-teaching staff.

They raised slogans in support of their demands including transparent transfer policy and promotion policy for second language teachers. It was unfortunate that the Union government had not considered their long-pending demand for pension under Central Civil Services (pension) rules, 1972 for JNV staff when it had extended it to the staff of National Open schools and Prasara Bharati, its joint secretary K Satyanarayana said.

AINVSA district vice-president V. Srihari Rao said over 575 JNV schools in the country were producing excellent results among CBSE schools since they were set up under the New Education Policy by then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

Congress MP from Ongole M. Srinivasulu Reddy, Congress MLA from Kondepi G.V. Seshu, CITU district secretary Ch. Srinivasa Rao, APNGOs Association district president Sk. Abul Basheer were among those who extended support to the stir.
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BANGALORE, February 7, 2013 
Navodaya school staff begin indefinite strike
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Seeking action:Navodaya school staff members staging a protest in Bangalore on Wednesday.— Photo: Sampath Kumar G.P. 

Barely days before their annual exams, students of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs) have been forced to return home in the wake of the strike by the JNV staff.

The nationwide indefinite strike, which began on Wednesday, is to demand implementation of the Central Civil Services (Pension) Rules, 1972.

Over a 100 teaching and non-teaching members of the Joint Action Committee of JNVs gathered outside the Town Hall here on Wednesday to register their protest for not being included in the pension scheme, a demand that they have been making for 25 years.

“There are 27 Navodaya schools in Karnataka and staff members of at least 25 have started the strike. Each school has about 40 staff members and about 500 students. We have sent the children back home. We work hard to ensure good education to the children as most of them come from rural areas. But our demands are not being met,” said K. Vijay Kumar, president of the committee.

He pointed out that other Central government employees such as those in Kendriya Vidyalayas had been included in the pension scheme. But, JNV employees have been “neglected” by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, he said.

Among the 19 demands the committee is placing before the Union government are allotment of residence allowance for the non-teaching staff and fixing of work hours for them as they work for almost 24 hours.

